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ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AND NoRTHERN DEVELOPMENT 

OF CANADA I AM PLEASED TO BE HERE TODAY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN 
TO COMMEMORATE WITH YOU THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF THE 
INSTITUTE FOR NORTHERN STUDIES, 


I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OCCASION TO GIVE HOMAGE TO ONE OF YOUR 
COLLEAGUES, -- A SCIENTIST LIKE MANY OF YOU, —- WHO SPENT MORE THAN 
20 YEARS IN CANADA’S FAR NORTH LIVING VERY MUCH THE SAME KIND OF LIFE 
AS THE FIRST INHABITANTS OF THIS LAND -- THE INDIANS AND THE INUIT, 


In 1862, Emtte Peritot LEFT FRANCE AND SET ouT FOR AmeRIcA, DURING 
THIS TRIP HE MET SOME INDIANS AND THE VERY SAME DAY BEGAN WORK ON A 
DICTIONARY OF [0 INDIAN DIALECTS WHICH HE CONTINUED TO DEVELOP OVER 
THE YEARS. PETITOT IMMEDIATELY BEGAN TO VISIT INDIAN TRIBES OF THE 
NORTH, LEARNING THEIR LANGUAGES, CAREFULLY STUDYING THEIR CUSTOMS 

AND MAKING DETAILED NOTES IN HIS LOG BOOK OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY 
SKETCHES OF WHAT HE SAW. IT WAS AT THE NoTRE-DAmE-DE-BoNNE-ESPERANCE 
Mission, NEAR Fort Goop Hope, THAT HE SPENT THE MAJOR PART OF HIS LIFE 
AS A MISSIONARY FROM [864 To 1878, 


FATHER PETITOT’S SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTION TO THE CANADIAN NoRTH IS 
UNIQUE, FAR REACHING AND OF VERY GREAT VALUE, HE CONTRIBUTED TO A 
NUMBER OF AREAS OF SCIENTIFIC STUDY INCLUDING GEOGRAPHY, ANTHROPOLOGY, 
GEOLOGY AND MANY OTHERS, FATHER PETITOT’S GEOGRAPHICAL WORK IS 
PROBABLY HIS MOST IMPORTANT. HE DREW A MAP OF THE NORTH WHICH WAS 
PUBLISHED IN 1875 BY THE SOCTETE DE GEOGRAPHIE DE ParRIS. To COMPILE IT, 
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HE MADE MANY SURVEYS OF THE AREA, CHECKING AND CORRECTING THE MAPS 
MADE BY HIS PREDECESSORS, FATHER PETITOT TRAVELLED BY FOOT MAKING 
MAPS OF THE NoRTH WITH NO INSTRUMENTS EXCEPT A WATCH AND A COMPASS, 
In 1883, THE RovaL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON AWARDED HIM THE 
Back PRIZE IN RECOGNITION OF HIS GREAT CONTRIBUTION TO SCIENCE, 


As YOU KNOW, ENORMOUS CHANGES HAVE OCCURRED IN THE NorTH, ONE OF 

THE MOST IMPORTANT IS THE EMPHASIS THAT THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTH 

NOW PLACE ON HAVING A SAY IN ALL MATTERS AFFECTING THEIR LIVES AND” 
ASPIRATIONS, INCLUDING RESEARCH, THEY KNOW THERE ARE PROBLEMS - 
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, ENVIRONMENTAL, ADMINISTRATIVE AND POLITICAL - AND 
THAT THE ONLY WAY TO BEGIN TO SOLVE THEM IS BY GAINING A BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CAUSES. HOWEVER, THEY ALSO RECOGNIZE THAT THE 
PRIORITIES FOR SCIENCE IN THE SOUTH ARE NOT NECESSARILY WELL SUITED TO 
THE NEEDS OF THE NorTH, 


IMPORTANT POLITICAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES ARE: TAKING PLACE IN THE 
NorTH, NEW INSTITUTIONS MUST BE CREATED, AND IT IS IN THIS LIGHT- 
THAT WE SHOULD INTERPRET THE DEPARTMENT’S RECENT EFFORTS TOWARD 
ESTABLISHING A NEW FRAMEWORK GOVERNING SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES IN 

THE NORTH, 


SCIENCE IN THE NORTH HAS AN OBLIGATION TO OFFER SOLUTIONS TO THE ACUTE 


PROBLEMS THAT EXIST THERE, THE DAY-TO-DAY LIFE OF THE CITIZENS IS sO 
DEEPLY AFFECTED BY THESE MATTERS THAT IT CANNOT VALIDLY BE SAID THAT 
SCIENCE BELONGS EXCLUSIVELY TO THE SCIENTISTS. 
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CANADIAN UNIVERSITIES HAVE A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN 
FULFILLING THE OBJECTIVE THAT RESEARCH BE RELEVANT, AND IN FACT 
SHOULD BENEFIT THE PEOPLE OF THE NorTH, UNIVERSITIES MUST BE 
PRESENT IN THE NORTH AND THEY WILL HAVE TO ORIENT THEIR EFFORTS 
TOWARDS A BETTER UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF NORTHERN PROBLEMS, 
SOLUTIONS MUST BE FOUND WHICH ARE ACCEPTABLE TO NORTHERNERS. 


SoME WILL SAY IT IS A BIG CHALLENGE. IT IS INDEED, AND I WOULD LIKE 
TO REFER TO YOU, AS AN EXAMPLE, THE SCIENTIFIC EFFORT OF EMILE PETITOT, 
WHO WAS FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY UNKNOWN-BY CANADIAN SCHOLARS, 


I MUST CONGRATULATE You, Dr. KRISTJANSON, AS PRESIDENT OF THIS 
UNIVERSITY, AND You, DR. Bone, AS DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE, FOR 
HAVING TAKEN THE INITIATIVE AS A CANADIAN UNIVERSITY TO GIVE PUBLIC 
RECOGNITION TO THE SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTION OF EMILE PETITOT, 


I AM PLEASED MR, PRESIDENT, ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTER OF INDIAN AND 
NORTHERN AFFAIRS, TO GIVE TO THE INSTITUTE FOR NORTHERN STUDIES OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF SASKATCHEWAN THE COLLECTION OF THE WORKS OF 

Emrte PeTitoT. I aM SURE THAT THIS INSTITUTE AND ITS ASSOCIATES 

IN NORTHERN RESEARCH WILL CONTINUE IN THE SPIRIT OF EMILE PeTITOT - 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IN THE SERVICE OF THE NoRTH! 
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